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Actions Taken by the National Security Council on 


’ SCOPE AND PACE OF COVERT OPERATIONS 11 


(hi 9 October 1951 » the Acting Secretary of Defense submitted a 
number of proposed changes to the recommendations contained in the 
memorandum for NSC from Acting Executive Secretary, subject as above, 
dated 27 June 1951- The effect of these changes is indicated below 
by underscoring and restriking. 


• » * • 


On the basis of its study and consideration of the subject, the 
Special Committee of the Senior NSC Staff reconmsends that the National 
Security Council take the following actions: 

The NSC 

1. /Approves in principle as a national responsibility the 
immediate expansion of the covert organisation established in 
NSC 10/2, and the Intensification of covert operations designed 
in general order of emphasis to; 

a. Place the maximum strain on the Soviet structure of 
power. Including the relationships between the USSR, Its 
satellites, and Communist China; end when and where appro* 
priate in the light of U. S. and Soviet capabilities and 
the risk of war, contribute to the retraction and reduction 
of Soviet power and influence to limits which no longer 1 
constitute a threat to U. S. security. 

b. Strengthen the orientation toward the United States 
of the peoples and nations of tie free world, and increase 
their capacity and will to resist Soviet domination. 

c. Develop underground resistance and facilitate 
covert and guerrilla operations in strategic areas to 
the maximum practicable extent consistent with 1-a 
above , and ensure availability of these forces la the 
event of war for utilisation in accordance with principles 
established by the flafetcoal Security Council, Including 
where ver u l pgactlcaK'le 1 proT^ioSToF a base upon. wSt|gS ike 
military may expoST" these" forces on aT gTlttare ' teas! a in 
€lae of war within active theaters o? operations . 

'The NSC 

2. / Dirgcjg the Psychological Strategy Board to assure 
that Its strategic cartcepi rar a national psyphologlcai "program 
Includes provision for covert operations "designed to achieve 
the objectives statST’in paragrapH I aftove . 
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The NSC 

3. / Reaffirms the responsibility and authority of the Director 
of Central Intelligence for the conduct of covert operations in 
accordance with NSC 10/2 and subject to the general policy guidance 
prescribed therein, and further subject to the approval of the 
Psychological Strategy- Board which shall be responsible for: 

a. Determining the desirability and feasibility of pro- 
grams and of individual major projects for covert operations 
formulated by or proposed to the Director of Central 
Intelligence. 


b. Establishing the scope, pace, and timing of covert 
operations and the allocation of priorities among these 
operations . 

c. Coordinating action to ensure Bmsuv&ng the 
provision of adequate personnel, funds, and logistical and 
other support to the Director of Central Intelligence by 
the Departments of State and Defense for carrying out any 
approved program of covert operations. 

4. /Wetpasts the Secretary of Defense to provide adequate means 
whereby the Director of Central Intelligence nay be assured of the 
continuing advice end collaboration of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
in the formulation of pleas for paramilitary operations during the 
period of the cold war. 


5 . In view of the necessity for immediate decision prior to 
the coming into operation of the Psychological Strategy Board, 
the NSC authorises the conduct of expanded guerrilla activities in China, 

as outlined in the SKBSCQS memorandum /and pursuant to the appro- 

•m-tn+A. wwvir? ihup kA /c from the DC I and enclosed 

print® provisions of NSC w/ 5 . with the reference memo- 

randum of 27 June 19^1 
(Ref. A) 


Ref. A - Memo for NSC from Acting Exec. Sec., same 
subject, dated 27 June 1951. 

R - Memo for NSC from Exec. Sec., same subject, 
dated 22 Aug 1951. 

C - Memo for NSC from Exec. Sec., same subject, 
dated 9 Oct 1951. 
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SRl/CFvK/rznl 
1 6 October 1951 

Distribution: 

Copies 1 through 12 - SRI 
Copy 13 » CAL Chrono 
Copy 14 - SD/jRE 
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